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t From the Christian Monitor. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Inthe narrative published last week, 
notice was taken of a remarkable re- 
vival of religion among the students 
I in the College of New Jersey. The 

following very interesting and satis- 

factory report, relative to that subject, 
was drawn up by the Rev. Doctor 

Green, President of the College, and 

published by order of the board of 

‘Trustees. 

It is no novelty for religion to pre- 
vailin the seats of science Sound 
learning, and ¢érue philosophy so far 
from indisposing their votaries for the 
duties and exercises of piety, have a 
happy influence at least in preparing 
the heart to receive the impressions 
which divine truth is calculated to 
make. Of this, many illustrious ex- 

» amples might be produced, if this 
were the proper place for it; on some 
other occasion we may gratify our 
readers by ample evidence on this sub- 
ject. 





A Report to the Trustees of the Col- 
lege of New-Jersey, relative to a 
revival. of religion among the stu 
dents of said College in the win- 
ter and spring of the year 1815. 


EXTRACT FROM THE ADVERTISEMENP” 


PREFIXED TO DR GREEN S ‘REPORT. 


“It has for some -time been 
| the practice of the president of the 
i college of New Jersey to make & wvit- 
> Vv ten report to the board of trustees, at 
each of their semi annual meetings, 
on the state of the college. The fol- 
lowing statement made a part of such 
&® report, without any expectation, 


i 
; we. @ 


MARTINS B ORG, MAY 30, 1316. 


{Volume 1. 


me OF tt ge 


when it was drawn up, that it wold 
ever be made public Ifit had been 
originally intended for publication, 
the formu and manner of it would cer- 
tainly have been somewhat different ; 
though perhaps not more satisfactory 
to those who are desirous to be ac- 
quaiuted with a plain account of facts. 
A few short notes have been added, 
explanatory of circumstances known 
to the board, but of which it appear- 
ed necessary to give some informa- 
tion to the public.” 





Report of a revival of Religion, §c. 


On this subject I have thought it 
my duty to make a correct, though it 
must be a very summary statement 
to the board; both because the sub- 
ject is important and interesting in 
itself, and because mmperfect and er- 
roneous accounts respecting it have 
been eirculated. 

For nearly a year past—that is, 
since the commencement of the last 
summer session—a very large propor- 
tion of the students have attended on 
allthe religious exercises and instruc- 
tions of the college with more than 
ordinary seriousness ; and the minds 
of some of them, as now appears, 
were ripening, through this whole pe- 
riod, for what has since taken place. 
There was nothing more apparent, 
howevér, for six weeks after the 
commencement of the present ses- 


_-\si0n,* than an increase of this serious 


* The winter session of the college come 
menses six weeks after the last Wednesda 
of September, and continues till the first 


Thursday after the second Tuesday of ApriL 


The summer session commences four weeks 
after the last mentioned period, and con- 
tinues till the last Wednesday of September, 
which isthe day of ite annual eominence- 


ment. 























attention to the religious duties of the 
college ; an increase both of the de- 
gree of seriousness, and of the num- 
ber of those in whom it was visible 
Every religious service, both on se- 
cular days and on the sabbath, was 
attended with a solemnity which was 
sensible and impressive. In this man- 
ner the revivalcommenced, or rather 
became apparent, in the second week 
ot January, without @ny unusual oc- 
currence in providence ;--without a- 
ny alarming event, without any extra- 
ordinary preaching, without any spe- 
cial instruction, or other meane that 
might be supposed peculiarly adapted 
to interest the mind, ‘The divine in- 
fluence seemed to descend like the si- 
lent dew of heaven; and in about 
four weeks there were very few indi- 
viduals in the college edifice who 
were not deeply impressed with a 
sense of the importance of spiritual 
and eternal things. ‘There was scarce- 
ly a room—perhaps not one—which 
Was not a place of earnest secret 
devotion. Fora time, it appeared as 
if the whole of our charge was pres- 
ting into the kingdom of God: 60 
that at length the enquiry in regard 
to them, was, not who was engaged 
about religion? but who was not ?— 
After this state of things had continu- 
ed, without much variation, for about 
two months, it became manifest that 
a change was taking place. Some 
were becoming confirmed in the hopes 
and habits of evangelical piety ; some 
were yet serious, thoughtful and pray- 
erful, though perhaps not in so great 
a degree, or at least not so apparent- 
ly, as once they had been; while 
some were plainly losing the impres-. 
sions which they had lately felt. And 
euch has continued to be the state of 
this interesting concern to the timie of 
making this report. The result is, 


that there are somewhat more than . 


forty students, in regard to whom, so 
far as the time elapsed will permit us 
to judge, favorable hopes may be en- 


tertained that they have been made: 
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Per. 
haps there are twelve or fifleen more, 
who still retainsuch promising im. 
pressions of religion as to authorise a 
hope that the issue, in regard to most 


the subjects of renewing grace. 


of them, may be favorable. And 
nearly the whole of the remainder 
show a great readiness to attend to all 
the soc.al exercises uf religion ; not 
Only on those which are stated and 
customary, but those which are occa. 
sional, and the attendance on which 
is entirely volun'ary. Thus, of the 
students who are now in the college, 
a majority* may be viewed as hope- 
fully pious ; anda large proportion of 
the residue appear to possess much 
tenderness of conscience, and show a 
very desirable regard to religious du- 
ties and obligations. 

It has already been intimated that 
this revival of religion commented 
without noise, and without any other 
means than those which had been a 
considerable time inuse. But having 
thought it my duty to converse with 


my pupils, as often as they requested | 


jit, at the time when their minds were 
filled with anxious fears and inquiries; 
and also to examine them individual- 
ly and carefully, since hope has, in 
some measure, succeeded to fear; F 
have had afavorable opportunity to 
inquire, and have attentively inquir- 
ed, after the instrumental causes ,of 
this revival, as indicated by the views 
and feelings of the parties concerned. 
Four such causes appear to have had 
a manifest agency— | 
 ¥. And chiefly, the study of the ho- 
ly scriptures;+ accompanied with 

* The whole number of students in the 
clagses.of the college is one hundred and 
five ; of whom twelve were professors of re- 
ligion..when the revival began. 

¢- For more than two years, the Holy 
Scriptures had been made the subject of as 
regular study and examination as the clas- 
sics, the mat&ematics’ or philosophy. The 
afternoon of the Lord’s day was appropria- 
ted uniformly to the recitation of a certain 
numberof the students, taken promiscuous- 
ly (for all were required to be prepared) o@ 
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-Indiscriminately. 
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gomments on the portion read, anda 
practical application of the leading 
trutus contained in it. God has re- 
markably honored and blessed his 


own word. Strange as itmay seem, 


this study of the Bible has always 
been a favorite one among the youth 
ef the college, not excepting the most 
gay and dissipated. Pains have, in- 
deed, been taken to render it interest- 
ing ; bu: the ¢egree in which it has 
been so, has been truly surpiising.— 
And, under the divine blessing, it has 
served to enlighten and instruct the 
youth in their duty ; it has rendered 
their minds solemn and tender, be- 
yond what they were themselves a- 
ware ofat the time; it has given 
them a deep reverence for the truths 
of divine revelation,* it has qualified 
them to hear preaching with advan- 
tage ; and at length revealed truth 
has, we trust, been powerfully and ef- 
fectually applied to their consciences, 
by the Spirit by whom it was endit- 
ed 

2. The circumstances in which the 
students have lately attended on pub- 
lic worship have been peculiarly fa- 
vorable to their religious improve- 
ment. They have worshipped, in 
consequence of the burning of the 
church in this place, in the prayer 
hall of the college, for more than two 
years past. [or about eighteen 


‘months they have worshipped sepa- 


rately from the people of the town; 
and have, with the theological stu- 


five chapters of the Bible, assigned to them 
the preceding week. The recitatiomwas al- 
ways accompanied with expositions, ‘critical 
remarks, anda practical application. The 
exercise was concluded with prayersand 
singing, and was considered as, thaaftérnoon? 
religious service of the collége.; {In the: 
morning, public worship, ia the usual fornl* 
was celebrated, Ss Mn A i ht 

* In the month of February. 1813, a Bible: 
Society was instituted inthe college, com- 
posed of the literary and theological students 
It has been very active in ° 
distributing Bibles gratuitously, especially 

to the soldiers and sailors of eur-country. 


“a 


dents. who joined them partially at 
first and generally of late, formed an 
audience or congregation by them- 
selves. This has given an opportuni- 
ty, which has been carefully improv- 
ed, to choose such subjects and adopt 
such a manner, in preaching to them, 
as appeared beet calculated to arrest 
their attention Appropriate addres- 
ses have frequently been made, and 
the service has, in all respects, been 
conducted with a special view to their 
advantage and religious edification. — 
in these circumstances they have felt 
an unusual interest in the solemnities 
of the eanctuary—they have felt that 
they were the parties directly and 
particularly concerned in these solem- 
nities ; and the good effects of this 
sentiment have been incalculably 
great, and were very apparent before 
the revival was visible In a word, 
this mode of conducting public wor- 
ship must be considered as having 
been a powerful instrumental cause, 
both in producing an awakened at- 
tention to religion at first, and in 
cherishing it through the whole ofits 
progress. 

3. The effect of moral discipline 
has been manifestly favorable to thig 
revival. This discipline, vigorously 
end vigilantly meintained, has pre- 
served the youth, generally, from 
those practices, habits and vicious in- 
duigences, which counteract, dissi- 
pate, and destroy all serious and re- 


_ligious impressions. It has had an in- 


fluence in preventing that hardness of 
Reart and insensibility of conscience, 


. which are the natural and usual ef. 


fects of unrestrained vice. It has 
formed a practical testimony against 
the moral vileness of several things 
which youth are apt to consider, if 
not as entirely innocent, yet, as evi- 


: >. ences of manliness and spirit. After 
“many 


efforts to resist these effects of 
discipline, by the least virtuous part 
of the college, the attempt was seen 
to.be vain; and it was clearly per- 


.eeived that the effects mentioned. 
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were sensibly felt, by the great mass 
of the students, before the revival — 
It was also very noticeable that the 
revival made its appearance with an 
act of discipiine. A student (one of 
three dismissed at the same time) was 
almost immediately seized with re- 
morse of conscience and ang@ish of 
mind tnat were very affecting—He 
has since become hopefuily pious.— 
But before any thing of this was 
known in the college, the remarks 
which were made when the dismision 
of the three students was announced, 
seemed to produce a powerful effect 
on a number ; and during that week, 
feelings and exercises which had, in a 
certain degree, long existed in secret, 
could no longer be concealed. Near- 
ly at the same time, an admonition, 
given in private, was remarkably 
blessed to the individual eoncerned. 

4. The few pious youth who were 
members of college before the revival, 
were happily instramental in promot- 
ing it. They had, for more thana 
year, been earnestiy engaged in 
prayer for this event. When they 
perceived the general and increasing 
seriousness which has been noticed, 
several of them made an agreement 
to speak, privately and tenderly, to 
their particular friends and acquain- 
tances, on the subject of religion. — 
And whatthey said was, in almost 
every instance, not only well receiv- 
ed, but those with whom they con- 
versed, became immediately and ear- 
nestly engeayed in those exercises, 
which, it is hoped, have issued in 
genuine piety A public profession 
of religion, made by two of the stu- 
dents who had been a good while 
thoughtful, had, also, at this time, 
much influence, apparently, both in 
producing and deepening impressions 
in many others. | 

The special means made use of to 
promote and cherish this revival, be- 
sides the circumstances already men- 
tioned, were the following :—A short 
addregs on the subject of religion was 





made, after prayers, on every Satur 
day evening. In preaching on the 
Lord's day morning, subjects were 
selected suited to the existing state of 
the college—in this particular we are 
deeply indebted to the Theological 
protessors, who have geneially con- 
ducted the morning service. A_ par- 
ticular reference was ofien made to 
the religious attention which had been 
excited among the students, in the 
remarks which accompanied their 
Bible recitations. A weekly lecture, 
intended for the students exclusively, 
was given by myself, on every Thurs- 
day evening <A social prayer meet- 
ing was held on every Friday evening, 
ai whicii one of the Theological pro- 
fessors commonly made an address. — 
A family prayer meeting (as the stu- 
dents called it,) was, evury evening, 
held among themselves, at which a 
large propotion of the whole college 
attended) Smaller and more select 
associations for prayer were also form- 
ed. The individuals whose minds 
were anxious and iabouring, were, as 
often as they requested it, carefully 
conversed and prayed with, in private 
—in this service lam to acknowledge 
the assistance received from the pro- 
fessors of the Seminary, from their 
pupils, and from the pious students 
of the college. Finally, writings of 
approved character, on doctrinal and 
practical religion, werg pointed out 
and recommended to the perusal of 
the students ; and a short system * of 
questions and counsel, which Ihere- 
with submit, was drawn up by gy- 
self, forthe use wt those who began 
to cherish the hope.that they had en- 
tered on a life of practical piety. 
Having thus mentioned the chief 
instrumental causes of this revival, 
and the means used to cherish it, to 
guard it, and to direct it, I shall con- 
clude,my report on this subject with 
a few short remarks, offered witha 





*\ See'the Appendix. 
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view to give acorrect apprehension there is not an individual of the eol- 
of its nature and character. lege who would, if questioned, com- 
1. It has been. so far as I am able plain that he has, in any instance, 
to judge, remarkably free from ex- feit himself pressed with opinions 
travagance and enthusiasm, I know which interfered with his educational 
of nothing, in regard tothis revival, creed. : 
that I think would be called extrava- 3 There has been no neglect of 
gant or enthusiastic, by any one who study. A report was circulated that 
really believes in the great doctrines study was laid aside in the college, 
of the protestant reformation. Par- to attend toreligion. Nothing could 
ticular pains were early taken to be more false.—Study has probably 
guard against the evil here contem- never been pursued with more dili- 
plated; and, by the divine blessing, genceand success. Our pupils were 
they have been made so successful informed that if, at any particular 
that I am not acquainted with a sin- recitafion, an individual should find 
gle incident or occurrence, indicative that his mind had been so exercised 
of intemperate feeling or conduct, as not to permit him to get his lesson, 
that we are called to regret. he should, on application to his tea- 
2. There has been no sectarian cher, be especially excused ; and this 
spirit accompanying or mingling with indulgence has been frequently asked 
this revival. ‘@#@here are students in and granted. But sot a single recita- 
the college belonging to four or five tion ofa classhas been omitted ; and 
different denominations of christians. every individual leseen or recitation, 
At first, there appeared to be some incidentally omitted, has been strict- 
apprehension in the minds of those ly required to be made up for the 
who were not Presbyterians, lest they quarterly and semmi-annua] examina- 
should be drawn into a union with tions. it was early and earnestly in- 
this denomination, if they yielded to culcated on the youth of the college, 
the sentiments »nd feelings which be- that not only did christian duty re- 
gan to be prevalent. But Itoldthem, quire as regular an attention as possi- 
in the first address that I made to ble toall the lawful concerns of life, 
them on a Tuesday evening, that it but thattheir minds woud act more 
was my fixed purpose to inculcate no vigorously and more correctly on re- 
doctrine or tenet that was not found ligious subjects, andin religious du- 
in all the public orthodex creeds of ties, ifa suitable portion of their time 
protestant Christendom—that I was should be diligen ly employed in their 
indeed earnestly desirous that they proper studies. 
should: all. become real practical 4. There have been no campulsory 
christians, but that Thad no wish to exercises Every thing, beyond the 
make a single proselyte. This, Tbe- stated religious insiructions and du- 
lieve, removed every apprehension— tiesodf the college in orcinary times, 
and the intimation then given has has been perfecily voluntary; unless 
been sacredly regarded, Not*a sin. the short address, on Saturday even- 
gle thing has been said by myselfsttor’. ing‘after pravers, nay be considered 
Jam persuaded, by the Thedlogita]’'ds a slight exception. No one has 
professors who have preached to’ suffered either censure or reproach, 
them, that has had any’ intentional ‘Who chose to be absent from any re- 
tendency towards proselytism. ' On’ ligious exercise or engegewent which 
the contrary, every thing has been’ Kad its origin in this revival. 
general) The great catholic doc- ~ Stich. gentlemen, is the statement 
trines of the gospe) have been’-exclu- which I have judged it proper to 
sively inculcated. It is believed that make to you; in regard to a work, 
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which, in its salutary efficiency, has 


been ail of God ; and the whole praise 
of which is to be ascribed, most un- 
feiznedly, to Liim alone, 





APPENDIX. 


QUESTIONS AND COUNSEL, 
FOR THE STUDENTS OF NASSAU HALL, 
Whohope thata Tork of Saving 

Grace has been wrought 
upon their hearts 
QUESTION, 

1. Have you seen yourself to be, by 
mature and by practice, a lost and 
helpless sinner? Have you not only 
seen the sinfulness of particular acts 

of transgression, but elso that your 
heart is the seat and fountain of sin? 
Thatin you, naturally, there is no 
good thing ? Has a view of this led 
you to despair of help from yourself? 
To see that you must be eitegether 
indebted to Christ for salvation. and 
to the gracious aid ofthe Moly Spirit 
for strength and ability fais to per- 
form any duty ? 

2. On what has your hope of acceo- 
tance with Ged beea founded?—On 
your reformation? on your sorrow 
for your sins? onyourprayers? on 
your tears ? on your good works and 
Teligious observances’—or haa it 
been on Christ alcne, as your all in 
all? Has Christ ever appeared very 
precious to you? Do you mourn that 
he does not appear more so? Have 
you sometimes felt great freedom te 
commit your soulto him? In doing 
this (if you have done it) has it been, 
not only to be delivered from tha 
punis shment due to your sing, but al- 
¢0 from the power, pollution, do- 
minion and existence of Sin in your, 
sou! ? 


3. Asfar as you know yourself, 
do you hate, and desire to be deliver | 
‘the truths of Holy Scripture? Do you 


ed from, al] sin— without any excep 
tion of a favorite lust? Do you pray 
much to be dslivered from sin? Do 


you watch against it, and against 
temptation to it? Do you strive a. 
gainst it, and in some good degree 
ge: the victory over it? fFfave vou 
Sv repented of it as to have your soul 
really set againat it? 

4. Have you counted the cost of fol- 
lowing Christ, or of being truly reli- 
gious ? That it willcut you off from 
vain amusements, from the indul- 
gence of your lusts, ard from a sinful 
conformity to the world? ‘I‘hat it 
may expose you to ridicule and con- 
tempt ?——possibly to more serious per- 
secution 2? Inthe view of all these 
things, are you willing to take upthe 
crosa, and to follow Christ, whither- 
soever he shall lead you? Is it your 
solemn purpose, in reliance on his 
grace and aid, tocleave to him, and 
to his cause and people, to the end of 
life ? 

. Do you love holiness ? 
love a holy God, and because he is 
holy? Do you earnestly desire to be 
more and more conformed to God, 
and to hisholy law? ‘To bear more 
and more the likeness of your Re- 
ceemer? Do you seek, and some 
times find, communien with your 
Godand Saviour ? 

6. Are you resolved, in God’s 
strength, to endeavor conscientiously 
to perform your whole duty—to God, 
to your nei; ghbour, and to yourself ? 
Do you perform common and relative 
duties conscientiously, es part of the 
duty which vou owe to God ? 

7. De you make conscience of se- 
eret prayer daily ? Do you not some- 
times feel a backwardness to this du- 
ty? Do you at other times feel a great 
delight in it?. Have youa set time, 
and place, and order of exercises, for 
périofming this duty ? 

8, -Do you daily read a portion of 
‘gherfoly’ Scriptures, ina devout man- 
mer? Do you love to read the Bible? 
‘Do you ever perceive a sweetness in 


Do you 


find them adapted to your neces#ities, 


“and see at times, a wonderful beauty, 


















excellence and glory in God's word ? 
Do you make it the man of your 
eounsel, and endeavour to have both 
your heart and life conformed to its 
doctrine and requisitions ? 

9. Have you ever attempted to co- 
venant with God ? ‘To give yourself 

away to him, solemnly and irrevoca. 
bly, hoping for acceptance through 
Christ ‘alone ; and taking God, in 
Christ, as the covenant God, and sa- 
tisfying portion, of your soul ? 

10. Does the glory of God ever ap- 
pear to you the first, greatest and best 
of all objects ? Do you desire to pro- 
mote the Glory of God, as the chief 
object of life? 

11. Do you feel a love to mankind 
—such as you did not feel before you 
became religious ? [lave youa great 
desire that the souls of men should be 
saved, by being brought to a genuine - 
faith and trust in the Redeemer ? Do 
you love God's people with a peculiar 
attachment—because they bear their 
Saviour’s image ? and because they 
love and pursue the objects, and de- 
light in the exercises, which are most 
pleasing and delightful to yourself ? 
Do you, from your heart, forgive all 
your personal enemies, and refuse to 
cherish or entertain any sentiments 
of hatred or revenge ? If you have in- 
jared any person, have you made re- 
paration ; or ate you ready and wil- 
ling to make it ? 

12. Do you feel it to be very impor- 
tant to adorn religion, by a holy, ex- 
emplary, amiable and blameless walk 
and conversation ? Do you fear to 
bring a reproach on the cause of 
Christ? Does this appear to you ex- 
tremely dreadfu} ? Are you afraid of 
backsliding, and of being left to re- 
turn to a state of cavelessness-and in- 
difference in religion ? %, 

13. Do you desire and, endeavor, to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge. 


of Christ your Saviour, more and 


more? Are you willing to sit-at-his 
feet asa little child, and to submit 
your reason and understanding, im. 
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plicitly, to his teaching; imploring 
his Spirit to guide you into all neces- 
sary truth, to save you from all fatal 
errors, to enable you to receive the 
truth in love of it, and to transform 
you, more and more, into a likeness 
to himself ?. 
COUNSEL. 


1. Remember that these questions 
are intended to point yo our attention to 
subects of inquiry the scinis inaaaineds 
Do not, therefore, content voureelf 
with a careless or cursory reading of 
them Read and deliberate, and ex- 
amine yourself, closely, on the ques- 
tions under each head; and let your 
heart be lifted up to God, while you 
are considering each particular ques- 
tion, in earnest desires that he may 
show you the very truth. You can- 
not ordinarily go over all these quee- 
tions at one time. Divide them. there- 
fore, and take one part at one time, 
and another at another [Gut try to 
go over the whole in the course of a 
week; and do this every week, for 
some months. When you find your- 
self doubtful or deticient, in any point, 
let it not discourage you: but note 
down that point in writing, and bend 
the attention of your mind to it, and 
Jabour and pray till you shall have 
made the atainment which will ena- 
ble you to answer clearly. It is be. 
lieved that you cannot fail to see how 
each question ovelit to be answered. 

2. Remember that secret prayer, 
reading the word of God, watchfal- 
ness, and se!f examination, are the 
great means of preserving comfort in 
religion, and of growing in grace. In 
proportion as you are exact and faith- 
_ fal im these, such, usually, will be 
your inward peace, and the safety . of 
your state. Unite them all together, 
and never cease to practice them 
ewhile youlive. Think often of the 
character of Enoch, and try to walk 
with God—Read * Mason's little book 
on self knowledge’ ; I recommend it 
as excellent. 








